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TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 2817 
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TAGS: SENV, CA 
SUBJECT: BEAUFORT SEA 

REE: STATE 056130/1 

1 . AMBASSADOR DELIVERED NOTE TO EXTAEF ACTING UNDER 
SECRETARY TOWE MARCH 16. MADE ORAL POINTS LISTED IN 
REETEL PARA 3. 

2. TOWE WELCOMED OUR VIEWS. QUESTION OF ISSUING PERMITS 
FOR 1977 DRILLING SEASON WILL BE PUT TO CABINET THIS WEEK- 
END, ALONG WITH SUMMARY OF OUR NOTE. TOWE EXPECTS CABINET 
TO AUTHORIZE ISSUANCE DRILLING PERMITS FOR THE 1977 SEASON 
IN LATE MARCH OR EARLY APRIL. IN DOING SO, HE SAID THAT 

THE CABINET WILL WISH TO POSE ADDITIONAL CONDITIONS AND 
SPECIFY COMPLIANCE PROCEDURES IN ORDER TO PREVENT RECUR- 
RENCE OE RISKS EXPERIENCED DURING THE 1976 DRILLING SEASON. 
CANADA "HAS THE SAME INTERESTS THE U.S. HAS" IN PREVENTING 
ABUSES. 

3. AS REGARDS LIABILITY, TOWE SAID THAT THE GOC IS STUDY- 
ING A REVISION OF ITS LEGISLATION WHICH WOULD GIVE U.S. 
CITIZENS ACCESS TO COMPENSATION ON TERMS SUBSTANTIALLY THE 
SAME AS CANADIANS. TOWE SAID THAT THE PREMISE FOR THIS 
NEW DIRECTION WOULD BE THE REINTRODUCTION OF U.S. ENVIRON- 
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MENT DAMAGE LIABILITY LEGISLATION INTO THE U.S. CONGRESS 
WITH THE SAME PROVISION AS LAST YEAR GRANTING ACCESS TO 
CANADIAN CITIZENS. 

4. TOWE SAID THAT CANADA HAD VALUED ITS EXCHANGES WITH 
THE UNITED STATES ON THE BEAUFORT SEA AND WOULD SUSTAIN 
THE FLOW OF INFORMATION. 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


5. TOWE CONCLUDED THAT CANADA WILL RESPOND IN WRITING TO 
THE U.S. NOTE TN THE NEAR FUTURE." 

6. COMMENT: TOWE'S RESPONSES WERE ENCOURAGING, IE VERY 
GENERAL IN CHARACTER. IT REMAINS TO BE SEEN HOW CONVINC- 
ING ARE THE CONDITIONS AND COMPLIANCE PROCEDURES FOR THE 
1977 PERMITS. WE MAY HAVE TO GO BACK TO CANADA FOR MODIFI- 
CATIONS WHEN THEY ARE KNOWN. HOWEVER, CANADA CLEARLY 
WISHES TO MAINTAIN A CORDIAL AND COOPERATIVE TONE IN 
HANDLING THE BEAUFORT SEA ISSUE. ENDERS 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: OFFSHORE DRILLING, PETROLEUM INDUSTRY, DIPLOMATIC NOTES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 16-Mar-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977OTTAWA01645 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770090-1163 

Format: TEL 
From: OTTAWA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770355/aaaabvuv.tel 

Line Count: 73 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 3dea80b7-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 STATE 56130 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 21 -Dec-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3094135 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 
Subject: BEAUFORT SEA 
TAGS: SENV, CA, US 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/3dea80b7-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



